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DSLSC 2023 Snapshot StaƟsƟcs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

835 Patrol Hours  

 

63 Patrolling Members 

 

6 First Aid Treatments 

 

6 Rescues/ Rescue Assists 

 

6225 Visitors AƩending 
our Patrolled Beaches  

 

44 PreventaƟve AcƟons
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DSLSC Major Awards of Excellence 
 

 

President’s Award 
Given in recognition of exceptional service to the Darwin SLS movement. Recipients of this award are often members whose 
service is not easily categorised into one of the other Major Awards of Excellence.  

Recipient: Lee-anne Kelly 

Life Saver of the Year  
This award recognises and rewards members who have made an outstanding contribution to the delivery and 
development of Surf Life Saving frontline services. It is aimed at active surf lifesavers undertaking lifesaving duties and who 
can be presented as an identifiable "Ambassador" for surf lifesaving.  

Recipient: Steven Krohn 

Volunteer of the Year 
This award will recognise an individual who has demonstrated achievements in a range of different areas of a club or Surf 
Life Saving service organisation throughout the year, or who has shown significant and outstanding achievements in 
particular area of SLS. The individual's contribution demonstrably enhances the development of surf lifesaving within 
the club and local beach community.  

Recipient: Simon Fosterling 

 

 

Top 10 most patrol hours for season 

Steven Krohn 38 

Beryl Edwards 29.25 

Nicole Webb 28 

Michelle Taylor 27.5 

Kyle Gear 25.25 

Heather Standley, Wayne McMahon 24.5 

Bridget Riggs 24 

Asheton Bayard-HewiƩ 23 

Blair Wight 22.5 
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General club awards  
 

AcƟve Club Member of the Year 

Sharon Stewart 

Assessor of the Year 

Lee-Anne Kelly 

Trainer of the Year 

Andrew McGuiness 

Official of the Year 

Bob Creek 

Patrol of the Year 

Patrol Team Alpha 

Most Patrol Hours of the Year 

 Steven Krohn 
 

Surf Sports awards 
Athlete of the Year  

Heather Stanley 

Coach of the Year 

Wayne McMahon 

Open Female Club Champion 

Heather Stanley 

Open Male Champion 

Lachlan Pascoe 

Masters Female Club Champion 

Carrie Turner 

Masters Male Club Champion 

Sam Creek 

Veterans Female Club Champion 

Not awarded 

Veterans Male Club Champion 

Wayne McMahon 

Female / U17 Club Champion 

Not awarded 

Male / U17 Club Champion 

Not awarded 

Male / U15 Club Champion 

Not awarded 

Male / U14 Club Champion 

Not awarded 
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DSLSC Supporters 

 



 

8 

 

 

Contents 

 
 
 
DSLSC 2023 SNAPSHOT STATISTICS 1 
DSLSC MAJOR AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2 
DSLSC SUPPORTERS 7 
BOARD MEMBERS 9 
LIFE MEMBERS 10 
DSLSC PRESIDENTS 10 
CLUB HISTORY - TIMELINE 11 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 14 
DIRECTOR OF SURF LIFE SAVING REPORT 16 
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION REPORT 17 
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT 18 
DIRECTOR OF INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT 19 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REPORT 20 
DIRECTOR OF COACHING AND COMPETITION REPORT 21 
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATION REPORT 22 
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES REPORT 24 
CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT 25 
BOAT CAPTAIN’S REPORT 26 
JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR REPORT 27 
CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT 28 
MCARTHUR RIVER MINING OPEN WATER SWIM 29 
APPENDIX 34 

Appendix A – Financial Statements 34 

Appendix B – Management LeƩer Error! Bookmark not defined. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

9 

Board Members 
 

BOARD SUB COMMITTES  

 
President 
Michelle Taylor 
 
Director of Finance 
Robert “Bob” Creek 
 
Director of Life Saving 
Iain Lund 
 
Director of EducaƟon 
Sharon Stewart 
 
Director of Coaching and 
CompeƟƟon 
Sam Creek 
 
Director of Member Development 
vacant 
 
Director of AdministraƟon 
vacant 
 
Director of Infrastructure 
Rob Van Wessel 
 
Director of MarkeƟng and 
CommunicaƟons 
Greg Roberts 
 
Director of Social AcƟviƟes 
Michelle Corera 
 
 
 

 
Club Captain 
Wayne McMahon 
 
Patrol Captains 
Alpha; Lee-Anne Kelly 
Bravo; Heather Standley 
Charlie; Michelle Corera 
Delta; Bob Creek 
Echo; Rob Van Wessel 
Foxtrot; Iain Lund 
Hotel; Wayne McMahon 
India; Bridget Riggs 
 
First Aid Officer 
Tom Lechte 
 
Radio Officer 
Andrew McGuiness 
 
IRB and SBS Officer 
Steven Krohn 
 
Chief Instructor 
Bridget Riggs 
 
Trainers & Assessors 
Bridget Riggs 
Andrew McGuiness 
Lee-anne Kelly 
 
Surf Boat Captain  
Greg Edwards 
 
Ski/Board Coach 
Wayne McMahon 
 
 
 
 

 
Junior Youth Coordinators 
Courtney Wicks  
Lauren Gear 
 
Seniors/Masters Coordinator 
vacant 
 
Risk Management 
vacant 
 
Media Officer 
Greg Roberts 
 
Apparel 
Trish Bayard 
 
Grants 
Stephanie Burton 
 
ADDITIONAL ROLES 
 
Club Caretaker 
Steven Krohn 
 
Licensee 
Robert “Bob” Creek 
 
CLUB STAFF 
 
AdministraƟon Officer 
Rebecca Thorne/Alison McLay 
 
Bookkeeper 
Carrie Turner 
 
Club Manager 
(Bar and FuncƟons) 
Natasha Chan 
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Life Members 
 

 
In order of aƩainment: 

 
1992 - Leon Eddy  
 
1994 - Les Laing (dec’d) 
 
1996 - Craig Croke  
 
2000 - Robert (Bob) Creek  
 

 
2002- Lee-anne Kelly  
 
2005 - Gary McKinnon  
 
2006 - Greg Edwards  
 
2010 - Helen Gould  
 

 
2012 - Andrew McGuiness  
 
2016 - Carrie Turner  
 
2016 - Beryl Edwards  
 
2018 - Bridget Riggs  
 

 

 

DSLSC Presidents 
 

 

In order of aƩainment: 
 
1982 - Norm Churchman  
 
1983 - Leon Eddy  
 
1984 - Len Griffiths  
 
1985 - Norm Churchman  
 
1986 - Leon Eddy  
 
1987 - Leon Eddy  
 
1988 - Leon Eddy  
 
1989 - Leon Eddy  
 
1990 - Les Lang  
 
1991 - Les Lang  
 
1992 - Paul Dale  
 
1993 - Robert (Bob) Creek  
 
1994 - Robert (Bob) Creek  
 
1995 - Ken Dwyer 

 
1996 - Mike McGowan  
 
1997 - James McColl  
 
1998 - Tony Tilley / Paul Florian  
 
1999 - Paul Florian  
 
2000 - Paul Florian  
 
2001 - Paul Florian  
 
2002 - Andrew McGuiness  
 
2003 - Andrew McGuiness  
 
2004 - Andrew McGuiness  
 
2005 - Gary McKinnon  
 
2006 - Gary McKinnon  
 
2007 - Matthew Storey  
 
2008 - Helen Gould  
 
2009 - Helen Gould  
 

 
2010 - Helen Gould  
 
2011 - Helen Gould  
 
2012 - A McGuiness  
 
2013 - Craig Croke  
 
2014 - Craig Croke  
 
2015 - Ray Hall  
 
2016 - Ray Hall  
 
2017 - Ray Hall  
 
2018 - Ray Hall  
 
2019 - Ray Hall  
 
2020 - Ray Hall  
 
2021 - Ray Hall  
 
2022 - Michelle Taylor 
 
2023 - Michelle Taylor 
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Club History – Timeline 
 

1960 

FormaƟon of the Casuarina Surf Life Saving 
Club based at Casuarina Beach   

Surf Reel donated by Bondi SBLSC and 
Members operate out of the old WW2 gun 
Turret at Fly Creek 

  

1961 

The first NT representaƟve Surf Life Savers 
compete at the Australian Championships 
held at Burnie in Tasmania 

RepresentaƟves were: Rex Tunks and Ron 
Richards 

  

1962 

DissoluƟon of Casuarina Surf Life Saving Club 
aŌer three seasons 

  

1981 

Inaugural steering commiƩee meeƟng at the 
Civic Centre to prepare the groundwork for 
the founding of a Darwin Surf Life Saving Club 

  

1982 

Inaugural General MeeƟng of the Darwin Surf 
Life Saving Club 

DonaƟon of equipment from Kiwanis Club, 
Darwin Lions Club and Pine Creek Hotel 

IncorporaƟon of Darwin Surf Life Saving Club 

First Patrols begin at Casuarina Beach with 
new IRB donated by Westpac/8DN 

First Surf Boat the ‘Amscol’ donated by 
Brighton SLSC in South Australia 

Darwin club wins the first Surf Life Saving NT 
Titles held in Gove. 

Club members and Surf Boat parƟcipate in the 
Bougainvillea FesƟval Parade 

Darwin club member Luke McDermoƩ (dec.) 
carried the NT flag at the Commonwealth 
Games Opening Ceremony in Brisbane in a 
colour parade of State & Territories. 

Darwin Club competes at the Commonwealth 
Games at Kurrawa in a Royal Carnival 

  

1983 

Darwin SLSC members represent at North 
QLD Branch Titles at Ellis Beach and win the 
Open Surf Boat Division 

Darwin Club get a new surf boat thanks to 
support from the Kiwanis Club 

1984 

Darwin SLSC members compete at Australian 
Surf Life Saving Championships at Kurrawa 
Beach QLD 

  

1985 

Darwin SLSC members represent club at 
North Queensland Branch Titles at EƩy Bay 
QLD 

  

1986 

A club house site at Casuarina Beach is 
officially approved and construcƟon plans 
commence 

  

1987 

Club touring team aƩends Aussies at 
Scarborough WA 45 FoundaƟon  

Supporters/Groups assist with the club house 
project 

Darwin SLSC club house officially opened with 
Gala Ball 

The ‘Magnificent Seven’ (including President 
of SLSA, Ron Rankin AM) from QLD arrive to 
assist with an array of award training for 
members 

  

 1988 

Commonwealth Games Opening Ceremony 
with Luke McDermoƩ (dec.) carrying the NT 
Flag 

  

1989 

Nipper program commences at Casuarina 
Beach 

  

1990 

Club members represent NT in the NaƟonal 
Interstate SLS Series at Wollongong 

  

1991 

Darwin SLSC becomes an affiliate when the 
NT receives State recogniƟon under SLSA  

  

1992 

Club house is seriously vandalised, and the 
community responds to assist with 
reconstrucƟon 

Leon Eddy awarded the first club Life 
Membership 

 1993 

A deceased whale found washed up on 
Casuarina Beach 

Darwin SLSC members compete at the 
Australian Championships at Scarboro Beach 
WA 

Round the Rock Day – Fun run around Old 
Man Rock on a very low Ɵde 

Leon Eddy awarded the World Lifesaving 
CitaƟon of Merit 

  

 1994 

Club receives a surf boat donated by Kiwanis, 
launched by the Commodore Eric Johnston 

Club hosts Open Beach Sprint at Casuarina 
Beach with $1000 prize money 

Les Laing awarded Life Membership 

  

1995 

Darwin club members compete at 
Queensland State Championships - Lee-anne 
Kelly wins Bronze in flags 

Team competes at the North Australian 
Championships - Aime Cantrell wins Gold in 
the U16 Iron Woman & Lee-anne Kelly wins 
Gold in Open Women Beach Sprint & Silver in 
Open Women Board Race 

Club members compete at the Interstates for 
the Northern Territory @ Kurrawa Beach QLD 

“Wet season” patrols at Lake Alexander  
trialled 

  

1996 

Club members compete at the Interstates for 
the Northern Territory 

DSLSC members compete at the Queensland 
State Titles 

DSLSC members compete at the trial 
InvitaƟonal for women’s surĩoat racing held 
for the first Ɵme at the Australian Surf Life 
Saving Championships at Kurrarwa Beach 
QLD 

Inaugural Mandorah Classic end of season 
excursion 

Craig Croke awarded Life Membership 

 

1997 

Aimee Cantrell wins Darwin SLSC’s first 
Australian Surf Life Saving Championship 
medal at Kurrawa Beach QLD with 2nd place in 
the U16 Surf Race 
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1997 

DSLSC enters a Women’s Boat Crew in the 
official Women’s Surf Boat rowing event at 
the Australian Championships held at 
Kurrawa Beach QLD 

Mandorah Classic:  ‘Burning of the Boat’ 

  

1998 

Club receives the BP sponsored Inflatable 
Rescue Boat (IRB) 

Club wins NaƟonal Bank Community Link 
Award for Youth Development 

Club members get very involved in Dragon 
Boats incepƟon in the Northern Territory 

  

1999   

Youth members, part of a Development tour 
to Sydney Northern Beaches 

Men & women Surf Boat crews compete at 
Australian Championships 

Club hosted Arafura Games InternaƟonal 
Lifesaving CompeƟƟon 

Nutri Grain Surf League hosted at Casuarina 
Beach with Darren Mercer 

Club provides water safety support to 
Casuarina Crocs Swimmers across Darwin 
Harbour 

  

2000 

Leon Eddy and Fred Finch, the first 2 inducted 
Life Members of Surf Life Saving Northern 
Territory 

Office of Youth Development funded camp 
acƟviƟes at Berrimah Police Centre 

Darwin women’s crew wins Gold at the Skins 
CompeƟƟon in Mackay 

Darwin team travel to Mackay for the North 
Australian Championships & wins first ever 
medal in IRB racing, 3rd place to Women’s 
crew (Jo Gardiner, Tanya Benjamin & Kris 
Edwards) 

Robert “Bob” Creek awarded Life 
Membership 

 

2001 

Club awarded a Coastcare grant to stabilise 
the sand dunes on Casuarina Beach 

Darwin Men’s and Women’s surf boat crews 
row from the Club across to the Tiwi Islands 

Club members assist with IRB’s at the flooded 
speedway event 

Club house extension officially opened. Front 
verandah over boat shed. 

Hosted Arafura Games InternaƟonal Life 
Saving CompeƟƟon and Miles Surf Boat 
‘accidently’ vandalised and burnt on club 
verandah. 

2002 

Fred Finch awarded the first NT Life 
Membership of Surf Life Saving Australia 

Lee-anne Kelly awarded Life Membership 

20 Years of Club FoundaƟon. Club presented 
with a new Flag design by Club Patron, Kon 
Vatskalis MLA 

Darwin Men’s and Women’s surf boat crews 
row to Tiwi Islands 

  

2003 

Club receives a new IRB and outboard motor 
courtesy of THIESS and acquires a tractor to 
do the heavy transport work to the beach 

Crocodile found wandering on the beach 
during patrol on Casuarina Beach 

  

2004 

Club members commence CerƟficate IV 
course for trainers and assessors 

Defibrillators introduced to the club 

Two new Outboard motors provided to the 
club with member training 

Inaugural Beach2Bridge race run/swim from 
Casuarina Beach to Nightcliff Beach event 
hosted by the Club 

  

2005 

Hayley McKinnnon wins the first ever Gold 
medal for the club at the Australian SLS 
Championships at Kurrawa Beach QLD in the 
U19 Surf Race 

Club hosts Arafura Games InternaƟonal Life 
Saving CompeƟƟon 

Outpost patrols trialled at Nightcliff Beach 
and the inaugural Pee Wees to Trailer Boat 
Club Swim Classic across Fannie Bay 

Gary McKinnon awarded Life Membership 

  

2006 

Gary McKinnon accumulates 1000 Volunteer 
Patrol Hours for the Club 

A baby Dugong is rescued by DSLSC club 
members on Casuarina Beach 

Greg Edwards awarded Life Membership 

 

2007 

Carrie Turner 1st ever female boat sweep at 
Australian Championships at Scarbourgh 
Beach WA 

25-year CelebraƟon of Club foundaƟon with a 
spectacular Ball 

Sam Creek DSLSC flag bearer on Bondi Beach 
for 100-year celebraƟon of Surf Life Saving in 
Australia 

 2008 

FooƟngs dug for new building extension 

  

2009 

All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) arrives to aid in 
management of Patrols on Casuarina Beach 

Building of club house extension begins 

Club hosts Arafura Games InternaƟonal Life 
Saving CompeƟƟon & First carnivals held at 
Nightcliff Beach 

Special General meeƟng held to alter 
consƟtuƟon and to endorse the change of 
commiƩee structure to Board of Directors 

Lee-anne Kelly aƩains 1000 Volunteer Patrol 
Hours 

  

2010 

Helen Gould awarded Life Membership 

Closure of Nightcliff & Darwin Beaches 
spasmodically throughout the season due to 
water tesƟng (bacteria build up) 

10 x Nipper Boards & 1 x Malibu board 
purchased through sponsorship from Darwin 
Fannie Bay Open Water Swim Classic 

Inaugural Beach Ball held to raise funds is a 
huge success 

Official opening of Training / Community Room 

  

2011 

Boat Ramp washed away by Cyclone Carlos 

Balinese Team billeted at club house for 
Arafura Games 

Club wins $14,000 Sport & RecreaƟon grant 
to complete interior of training room 

  

 2012 

Club foundaƟon with Ball on the front lawns 

First Ɵme Northern Territory Championships 
held at Mindil Beach 

Purchased second hand surf boat DKG from 
Bronte Club 

Acquired Achilles 375 IRB Hull, Tohatsu 25 
and Mercury Sea pro 25 outboard engines 

 

2013 

Hosted 9th Fannie Bay Ocean Swim 

DSLSC competed in Female and Male events at 
the NaƟonal IRB Championships held at Darwin 
– Mindil Beach 

Purchased hard Hull IRB and DKG Boat from 
Glenelg 

Carrie Turner naƟonally recognised for SAR 
response awards night for Surf Life Saving NT 
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2013 

Hosted 10th Fannie Bay Ocean Swim  

DSLSC competed in various events at the 
NaƟonal IRB Surf Life Saving  

Championships held Interstate 

Hosted and won the Surf NT Titles 

Purchased a Climber Surf Boat from Dee Why 

  

2014 

Bob Creek awarded the NT Administrator’s 
medal for outstanding service to Surf Life 
Saving in the Northern Territory 

Hosted 10th Fannie Bay Ocean Swim 

DSLSC competed in Female and Male events 
at the NaƟonal IRB Championships held 
Interstate 

DSLC hosted and won the Northern Territory 
Titles 

  

2015 

Hosted 11th Fannie Bay Open Water Ocean 
Swim  

Club sends a large team to compete in the NT 
Titles @ Cable Beach, Broome—2nd Place 

Mako Surf Boat donated from North Bondi 

  

2016 

Beryl Edwards awarded Life Membership 

Carrie Turner awarded Life Membership 

Greg Edwards awarded the NT 
Administrator’s medal for outstanding 
service to Surf Life Saving in the Northern 
Territory 

Record entries for the annual Fannie Bay 
Ocean Swim in its 12th successive year 

DSLC wins the inaugural Surf NT Titles; Junior 
compeƟƟon and the Senior CompeƟƟon 

Club overall winner of the Surf NT Titles 
hosted by the Mindil Beach club 

  

2017 

Record entries for the annual Fannie Bay 
Ocean Swim in its 13th successive year 

Large team competes at the inaugural Surf 
NT Titles hosted by the Gove SLSC 

First team from Darwin to ever compete in 
the Bi-annual George Bass Marathon taking 
out 4th place in the Masters division, the 
Darwin Boat People (B Creek, C Turner, K 
Edwards, H Gould, L Kelly, H Standley, T 
Hollamby, J Gardiner & L Abel) 

New cool room installed and plans drawn for 
a new Bar & Kitchen areas 

Lee-anne Kelly aƩains 1250 Patrol hours 

 2018 

Record entries for the annual Fannie Bay 
Ocean Swim in its 14th successive year 

NT Titles held at Mindil Beach, Darwin club, 
1st place 

Stairs renovaƟon completed at back end of 
Club house 

Combined Darwin & Mindil members 
competed @ World InternaƟonal SLS Titles in 
Adelaide 

SLSNT Awards of Excellence winners; 

Educator of the Year - Bridget Riggs 
Youth Surf Lifesaver of the Year – Josh 
Woodrow 
Volunteer of the Year - Tracey Koch 
Lifesaving Commendation – Karen Kirkham  
  

2019 

Masters Women’s George Bass Marathon 
team finalist at the NT Sports Awards 

Composite Darwin / Mindil Masters Men’s 
Surf Boat team wins Team of the Year 
category at the NT Sports Award for 2018 

15th Fannie Bay Swim is a huge success, 
entry numbers capped for the first Ɵme 

Bridget Riggs awarded Life Membership 

Robert “Bob” Creek awarded Surf Life Saving 
Australia Life Membership 

  

2020 

Covid–19 Pandemic hits the NT major 
lockdowns occur for DSLSC 

Fannie Bay Open Water swim cancelled 

SLS Northern Territory Championships 
cancelled 

Club holds Rock to Ruin Race in place of 
cancelled events 

Patrols and Nippers allowed to proceed with 
restricƟons in place to meet Health 
requirements 

Club awarded several NT Grants to revitalise 
the grounds 

  

2021 

Ongoing Covid-19 restricƟons and lockdowns  

Clubhouse upstairs area refurbished 

Purpose built office area for paid staff 
relocated to Old Radio Room 

Harriot Brown visits NT to run a training 
seminar for our Cadets and Nippers 

Channel 9 Today show host the weather 
segment on Casuarina Beach 

Club wins both Junior and Senior Titles at the 
NT Surf Life Saving Championships 

Barefoot Beach Ball held by the club for 
members and friends outstanding success 

 2022 

Celebrated DSLSC 40th Anniversary with a 
Beach Ball 

Tracy Koch awarded the NT Administrator’s 
medal for outstanding service to Surf Life 
Saving in the Northern Territory 

Fannie Bay Swim moved to Casuarina Beach 
and renamed Darwin Ocean Swim 

Rob Van Wessel and Steven ‘Krohny’ Krohn 
officiate the 2022 IRB Australian 
Championships in Mollymook NSW 

Greg ‘Hendy’ Edwards awarded Life 
Membership with SLSLNT 

 

2023 

DSLSC consƟtuƟon amended at Special 
General MeeƟng 18 June  

DSLSC registered as a charity 

Steven Krohn awarded the NT Administrator’s 
medal for outstanding service to Surf Life 
Saving in the Northern Territory 

Second Darwin Ocean Swim 

Club awarded several NT Government 
Community Benefit Grants to improve 
faciliƟes and ameniƟes for members and the 
community   
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President’s Message 
 

 

 

To be a clubby in the NT takes a particular type of person. 
We battle inconsistent safety narratives from Parks and 
Wildlife and travel companies who want to sell croc tours 
and the NT Government. Misinformation is everywhere; 
even some timid locals warn against entering the water. 
Darwin surf life-saving members are a special breed who 
understand the risks of aquatic environments everywhere 
and appreciate undertaking measures to be safe and enjoy 
the water. DSLSC members love adventure, improving their 
skills and doing healthy activities in nature. 

As we reflect on the past year, I want to extend a big thank 
you to every volunteer who has contributed to the essence 
and mission of our club. The core principle of the 
movement is that everyone should be able to enjoy our 
beaches and water safely. 

You are a core member of one of the 314 affiliated surf life-
saving clubs, which have 181,603 members and provide 
Australian coastal safety. 

This year, we partnered with Total Recreation to allow 
those in a wheelchair to enjoy what we clubbies take for 
granted- beach and water access. Stephanie Burton has 
been a champion for our disability access program and, 
over the last couple of years, has secured grants for mats, 
beach access wheelchairs and a roll and stow for the mats. 
We schedule activities around high tides to ensure our 
program participants can access the water safely at 
Casuarina Beach. Additionally, we coordinate with Sunday 
morning or afternoon patrols to provide sufficient member 

support. We assisted five people who had yet to access the 
beach and the water. We aim to allow access to more 
people in the future as we search for more partners to 
assist in the program. 

Our membership numbers rose when the world was in 
lockdown, and now, they are declining. Statistically, there 
are national volunteer drops extending from 19% to two 
out of three volunteers quitting since COVID-19. Our active 
member's numbers have fallen by 18% in the last two 
years. Since 2021, our statistics indicate that our Nipper 
numbers have dropped from 110 to 67. This drop is 
significant, and we put it down to the big jump in numbers 
artificially boosting enrolment when families couldn't 
travel. However, we also want to ensure we are doing the 
best for our community and partnering with SLSNT to 
improve the number of coaching members we offer. 

Many small acts keep our club thriving, and I appreciate 
that many go unnoticed. From the nipper BBQs organised 
by Lawrence Pidgeon and Sharon Stewart to Trish Bayard, 
our uniform manager, team managers and the diligent 
efforts of our Board, every action adds up to create the 
remarkable environment we cherish. I can't thank 
everyone, but I am sure you will agree that our grounds 
look great thanks to Krohny, our caretaker. Thanks also to 
Greg Edwards, who is a fixer ninja behind the scenes, 
silently doing the jobs that keep the place stuck together. 

A core part of our business is Nippers, and over the last two 
years, Lauren Gear and Courtney Wicks have shared the 
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role. They ran the morning with incredible efficiency and 
energy, and we thank them for their work. They are now 
looking to pass on the baton to other community-minded 
nipper parents. 

The Macarthur River Mining Darwin Ocean Swim was again 
the highlight of our year. Running an event like this is a 
testament to the spirit and collaboration that defines us. 
Spearheaded by Sharon Stewart, with impeccable water 
safety led by Andrew McGuiness, precise timing and 
ensuring every swimmer returned was Sam Creek, and 
seamless on-ground logistics by Bob Creek, the event was a 
triumph. To all the board paddlers and water safety 
volunteers, thank you for making this a talked-about event 
on the swimming calendar. Natalia Moon infused this year's 
swim with an extraordinary vibe, making it an unforgettable 
experience and a source of pride for all our club members. 
We are thrilled that Macarther River Mining wishes to 
continue its sponsorship support. Listed on our sponsorship 
page are the other generous sponsors. 

Thank you for deciding our work is valuable enough for 
your continued support. 

I am pleased to mention our continued partnership with 
Café De la Plage. They stepped up to serve easy-to-eat, 
delicious food, elevating our Final Friday events into highly 
anticipated gatherings for our members. Tash, our 
exceptional club manager, has played a pivotal role in 
making these nights fun by booking great music, organising 
a meat raffle, and offering lucky door prizes. I was even 
fortunate enough to win it one night! 

Sadly, our journey this year has also been touched by 
sorrow. We mourn the loss of Tracy Koch, a pivotal 
community member. In 2022, Tracy, alongside her husband 
Marty, moved to Adelaide to be closer to their daughters. It 
was there that Tracy passed away peacefully in November, 
surrounded by her loving family. Her absence is profoundly 
felt; she brought a genuine family atmosphere to her role in 
nipper coordination. Having served on the Board with Tracy 
for two years, I witnessed her incredible energy and 
enthusiasm firsthand. Tracy's willingness to volunteer for 
numerous tasks around the club was genuinely inspiring. 

On the infrastructure front, we've seen dedicated efforts 
from Rob van Wessel, who has been navigating the 
complexities of permits for past work and exploring future 
directions for our sewerage system. We are still working 
towards a solution that satisfies all stakeholders. 

We're excited to unveil our new club sign during the 
upcoming 'sign-on day', following the painting of our front 
wall. The design was much debated, and I'm sure everyone 
will be happy with the outcome at the unveiling at the start 
of our 2024 season. 

Here's to another year of growth, camaraderie, 
contribution and making waves, literally and figuratively. 
Thank you all for making our club the extraordinary place it 
is. 

Michelle Taylor  
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Director of Surf Life Saving Report 
 

This year has been another successful year on the beach for 
the lifesaving patrols.  

We performed 6 rescues and conducted 6 first aids, with 44 
preventaƟve acƟons recorded.  

Our rescues this season were due to people 
underesƟmaƟng the condiƟons against their skill levels and 
driŌing out to sea. Thankfully the patrols were vigilant and 
performed the rescues and returned them safely to the 
beach. 

Our primary lifesaving acƟvity remained Sunday morning 
patrols at Casuarina beach and patrols rostered if a high 
Ɵde on a Sunday aŌernoon at Casuarina and Sunday 
morning or aŌernoon at Nightcliff beach, as well as 
providing water safety for nippers.  

The club also provided water safety services for the Darwin 
Open Water swim and contributed to the Beer Can RegaƩa. 

Key to providing these services is the many hours that our 
club members volunteer to lifesaving patrols. Overall, 
members logged 835 hours patrolling this season, with 17 
members logging over 20hrs on patrol. We had a total of 63 
members contribute to the patrols over the season and 
even those that only managed to do one patrol helped to 
make our beaches safer places to swim. 

Our patrol teams were ably led by our experienced patrol 
captains, Lee-Anne Kelly, Heather Standley, Michelle 
Corera, Bob Creek, Rob Van Wessel, Iain Lund, Wayne 
McMahon, and Bridget Riggs. Thank you to all our patrol 
captains for their leadership this season. 

A number of patrols chose to uƟlise the Patrol OperaƟons 
App in addiƟon to filling out the tradiƟonal paper patrol log. 
This enabled patrol informaƟon and member patrol hours 
to be instantly updated in the Surfguard system and 
reduced the administraƟon overhead. 

 

 

Thanks to grants and sponsorship the club was able to 
acquire addiƟonal spinal boards.  Having the addiƟonal 
spinal boards will allow us to have one with the Nightcliff 
Patrol as well as one at Casuarina and a spare. This will give 
us capability to respond to a potenƟal spinal injury at 
Nightcliff beach which we did not previously have. 

   

The club also acquired six new radios and a charger from 
SLSNT. 

I would like to thank all our patrolling members for their 
efforts over the season. ParƟcular thanks to our Club 
Captain Wayne McMahon, and our first aid officer Tom 
Lechte who did a lot of behind the scenes work to enable 
the patrols. 

 

Iain Lund 
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Director of EducaƟon Report 
 

It has been another successful year for the Darwin Surf Life 
Saving Club with the Training Team who have conƟnued to 
pave the way for our lifesavers of tomorrow through the 
delivery of quality training and assessment. The team does 
this in addiƟon to their normal patrolling duƟes and I am 
grateful for their commitment to assist in developing our 
members.  

We ran two Bronze Courses during the season with a total 
of eight new patrolling members now on the beach. In 
addiƟon to the new Bronzies we also have two new Surf 
Rescue CerƟficates that have been issued as well. 

 

Our Bronzies needed a 
paƟent and one of our 
obliging Nippers assisted. 
Great to see all facets of 
our club working 
together to assist in 
developing our patrolling 
members. 

 

 

In addiƟon to our Bronze and SRC programs we also issued 
the following: 

 22 parƟcipants received their CPR 

 28 parƟcipants received their First Aid CerƟficate 

 66 Junior (nipper awards) were issued 

The following proficiencies were also completed last 
season: 

 Bronze x 61 

 ART x 19 

 CPR x 85 

 First Aid x 24 

 IRB Crew x 25 

 IRB Driver x 14 

 Patrol Captain x 3 

 

Training Officers & Assessors 

Our training team is always looking for new 
trainers/assessors. Don’t be shy, contact me to discuss your 
interest. We run the Training Officer Program & Assessor 
Training online. This is followed by acƟve parƟcipaƟon in 
the Bronze Training to gain your pracƟcal experience. 

Currently we have two probaƟonary Training Officers who 
will this season finalise their pracƟcal experience during the 
up-and-coming Bronze to commence at the end of May. 

So, if you are reading this in the annual report and think to 
yourself, I think I would like to be a trainer, or an assessor 
then stop thinking and contact the club for details.  We 
would love to have you on board to help us develop our 
club members and in parƟcular the youth of our club. 

Thank you to my current Training Team who once again 
provided quality training and assessment services: 

 Lee-Anne Kelly (our Assessor of the Year) 

 Andrew (Benchy) McGuiness (Now Sir Benchy) 

 Bridget Riggs (our champion of SRC training) 

 Steven Krohn (our IRB Champion) 

 Thomas Lechte (ProbaƟonary Training Officer) 

See you all on the beach in 2024. 

 

Sharon Stewart 
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Director of AdministraƟon Report 
 

As the posiƟon of Director of AdministraƟon is currently 
vacant, we write this report on behalf of the board. 

2023 saw a change in personnel in the office with Carrie 
Turner, one of DSLC Life Members commencing as 
Bookkeeper and Rebecca Thorne employed as 
AdministraƟon Officer.  Rebecca Thorne leŌ to pursue full 
Ɵme work and was replaced by Alison McLay in September.    
If required, we can be found working in the office at the 
club house on Fridays. 

On behalf of all members, we would like to thank our 
sponsors and donors for your conƟnued generosity to our 
club and in supporƟng us to conƟnue to provide services to 
the wider community.   

Thanks also to our Grants Officer Stephanie Burton and 
Board Member Rob Van Wessel for all their hard work in 
acquiring grants to improve our faciliƟes and reconcile the 
process. 

A milestone for this year is that Darwin SLSC was successful 
in an applicaƟon to be a registered charity with the 
Australian ChariƟes and not-for-profit CommiƩee. This 
provides tax benefits for our paid employees and monetary 
donaƟons to the club are now tax deducƟble for businesses 
and individuals. 

The Darwin Surf Life Saving Club ConsƟtuƟon was updated 
at a Special General MeeƟng on 18 June 2023 to enable the 
club to meet Australian TaxaƟon Office requirements for 
giŌ recipient status. 

We look forward to conƟnuing to support the club and 
members into 2024 and beyond. 

Alison McLay (AdministraƟon Officer) 

Carrie Turner (Bookeeper) 
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Director of Infrastructure Report 
 

This past season of 2023 was certainly another busy one 
with lots of things happening within the club and behind 
the scenes. 
 
Two outstanding building permits are sƟll in the process 
and being finalised. 
 
The sewerage system upgrade / replacement is sƟll a works 
in progress and will require a major grant to progress 
forward.  
 
A fence has been placed around the sand dune by Trojon 
Contractors behind the wash down area to prevent erosion. 
  
The lawns and surrounding grounds are being well cared for 
and manicured by our live in caretaker Krohny and as 
always are looking fantasƟc.  
 
Thanks to all that help around the club with many small and 
large tasks required.  
 
We are always looking for extra help and will welcome you 
with open arms if you are able to assist in any way.  

 

Rob van Wessel 
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Director of Finance Report 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors for 2023, I present the 
Financial Statements of Darwin Surf Life Saving Club Inc, for 
the Members consideration and acceptance.  
  
The 2022/2023 accounts have been audited by TDH Chartered 
Accountants. For details refer to the Auditors Letter and 
Audited Financial Report at the rear of the Annual Report.  
  
The financial Profit and Loss outcome for the year resulted in a 
surplus of $22,369. 
The Club continues to maintain a relatively healthy balance 
sheet with total equity being $818,291. 
The Club’s cash position is relatively strong, as of 30th 
November 2023 the cash position is $360,549 
 
Overall the club is financially sound as reflected in the audited 
financial statements, however costs need to be constantly 
monitored in order to consolidate our position and capitalise 
on grant expenditure for ongoing club improvements and 
member equipment.  
 
DSLSC received $24,979 from the SLS Foundation Distribution 
scheme which, assisted with the offset of the SLSA charges for 
2023 insurance and IT fees costing $23,960. 
 
To summarise, our major areas of income for the club as 
indicated in the Profit and Loss report are: 

 Bar income and Functions $289,471 
 Membership fees $14,740 
 Darwin Ocean Swim $29,549  
 SLS Foundation Distribution $24,979 
 NTG Community Benefit Fund $52,787  
 SLSA Beach Safety Equipment Fund $9,560 
 Rental income & cost recovery café electricity 

$33,939 
 Grass Roots Grant Program $5,500 

 
The Northern Territory Government continues to provide 
strong support to the Club via the Community Benefit Fund. 
Similarly, the ongoing support from Surf Life Saving Australia 
provides assistance through the Beach Safety Equipment Fund. 
 
Macarthur River Mining (MRM) renewed their generous 
annual fourth year of sponsorship of the Darwin Open Ocean 
Swim totalling $40,000 excluding GST. This significant support 
along with our other long term loyal sponsors provides the 
club with much needed funds to both sustain and improve our 
facilities and support our volunteers.   
 

 
 
Loyal Sponsors 

Macarthur River Mining  
BDO 
Bikes to Fit 
Chiropractic Care Centre 
EcOz 
Earl James and Associates 
Grass Roots Dental 
Happy Tiling 
United Forklifts 

Moraitis Consulting 
Ray White Bayside 
SOS Screens Windows 
Doors 
UniPrint 
Sea Swift 
WANT Training Services 
Swim Dynamics Swim 
School 

 
There were significant improvements undertaken and 
equipment purchased to enhance club facilities including; 

 Outdoor tables and chairs 
 Installed commercial grease trap 
 Lifesaving training equipment  
 Beach mat roller 
 Replacement sewerage engineering design services 
 Sand dune protection fence  
 Video conferencing equipment 
 CCTV installation and security alarm replacement 

 
Often unrecognised are the contributions of all our volunteers 
whose effort if costed and translated to the balance sheet 
would amount to several hundred thousand dollars annually.  
 
We also further acknowledge Westpac as a national major 
partner of Surf Life Saving for their significant sponsorship 
towards the Westpac Lifesaver 1 Offshore Rescue Boat, the 
oldest civilian search and rescue service in Australia. A number 
of our members volunteer around the year to operate these 
services. 
 
Thank you to our Functions Co-ordinator Tash Chan, 
Administrator Alison McLay and Book-Keeper Carrie Turner for 
their services. 
 
Finally, thanks to my fellow board members for their support 
throughout the year, it has been a producƟve year, improving 
our financial control and formalising our administraƟve 
processes. To our members and partners, please conƟnue to 
support our club so we can conƟnue to support the 
community. 
 

  
Bob Creek 
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Director of Coaching and CompeƟƟon Report 
 

This year was another fun year for surf sports at the club. 

 There were a couple of sunset series races on Friday nights 
for the boats and ski paddlers to get out and enjoy some 
friendly rivalry which always boosts spirit around the club.  

The races were well aƩended with a number of new boaƟes 
joining in before the more serious races got underway. The 
Nippers had a great club carnival this year with lots of kids 
in aƩendance and had a chance to use their valuable surf 
skills developed through the nipper program each Sunday 
morning in the dry.  

This year’s Darwin Ocean Swim was the one of, if not the 
largest parƟcipaƟon open water swimming event in the NT.  
200 swimmers took part in the second swim back at 
Casuarina Beach. It was a very successful event with many 
happy swimmers giving credit for the professionalism 
shown by the many club volunteers. This was also a 
fantasƟc fundraiser for the club.          

The Seniors Club Championships was a late season, Friday 
aŌernoon hit out with around 12 athletes joining in on the 
racing, including a grand finale Taplin relay to close out the 
evening.  

Unfortunately, the NT Championships were cancelled in 
Gove this year, however we look forward to Gove hosƟng in 
2024 with many members keen to make the trip for what is 
always a memorable event.  

Best of luck to those travelling to Aussies 2024 this year and 
a final thank you to all the officials, coaches, sweeps, and 
volunteers that have helped throughout the season to 
maintain craŌ, and promote and parƟcipate in the healthy 
beach life we all love so much!  

Look forward to seeing you all on the beach next season!  

Sam Creek
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Director of MarkeƟng and CommunicaƟon Report 
 

The last year has been a busy one at the Darwin Surf Life 
Saving Club. 

The Surf Club’s communicaƟon and engagement work with 
the community is a key part of ensuring we deliver on our 
core roles of providing lifesaving services, developing, and 
retaining our volunteers and creaƟng pathways for people 
in the Top End, especially children including the Nippers 
program, to learn and pracƟse surf sports. 

Our biggest fundraising event, the Darwin Ocean Swim 
(formerly the Fannie Bay Swim Classic), the NT’s only ocean 
swimming race, was again a great success and 
adverƟsement for the surf club when it was held at 
Casuarina Beach for the second Ɵme. It received media 
coverage, including TV and on local ABC radio. More than 
200 swimmers finished safely out of the water and relaxed 
on the grass at the surf club aŌerwards with friends and 
family. 

The event will be at Casuarina Beach again in 2024 on 
August 11 and we thank McArthur River Mining, which is 
sponsoring the swim for three years for $30,000. 

While the Sea SwiŌ NT Surf Lifesaving Championships due 
in Gove last year were unfortunately cancelled, our own 
junior and senior club championships were successfully 
held. Casuarina Beach was packed with colour and 
compeƟtors racing in and out of the water. Club members 
also competed in the Surf Life Saving NT Darwin Beach and 
Paddle Series in 2023.  

 

With plenty of spectators siƫng on the grass at the Surf 
Club and De La Plage café watching, events such as these or 
our Nipper program are a great showcase and lead to 

inquiries from new families about joining the club. These 
are welcome and we need more parents puƫng up their 
hands to help run the Nippers and more members to join 
the club and share in the great and social surf lifesaving 
lifestyle. 

We use social media to engage, primarily through our 
Facebook page, which has increased its follower numbers 
by more than 10 per cent in the last year to more than 
3300. 

Our club manager Natasha (Tash) Chan and member 
Stephanie Burton drive much of this, keeping people 
updated on surf club news through posts consisƟng of 
beauƟful pictures of the beach and our members during the 
different seasons, along with informaƟon about Bronze 
Medallion and other safety skills courses, funcƟons and 
other events. Stephanie also does a great job idenƟfying 
grants for the club. 

We produce an excellent monthly email newsleƩer through 
the hard work of Alison McLay and Tash, which also informs 
members of what is happening at the club. 

Our DSLSC Instagram Page plays an important role 
adverƟsing the club as a funcƟon space for people to hire 
for wedding, parƟes and other events, which is an 
important source of revenue along with the bar, which 
trades all year on a Friday night and half of the year on 
Sundays. This revenue enables us to supply the lifesaving 
service to the community. 

We rely on the generous support of our sponsors and the 
NT Government and Surf Life Saving NT Australia. Please 
support our sponsors who are listed in this annual report. 

Greg Roberts 
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Director of Social AcƟviƟes Report 
 

2023 once again saw the Darwin Surf Life Saving Club serving both its members and the local community with the club being 
uƟlised for various events and gatherings. Thank you to Natasha Chan our FuncƟons Manager who regularly organised monthly 
Friday members nights with entertainment, raffles and lucky door prizes. During the dry members also had the opportunity to 
aƩend ‘Dancing in the Dark’ as well as a family friendly bonfire night aƩended by nipper families. Natasha was also integral in 
organising both the senior and junior presentaƟons which we hope to grow in 2024.  

Thank you to all the club members who joined in and help support grow the Darwin Surf Life Saving club. 

Michelle Corera 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  



 

25 

Club Captain’s Report 
 

I would firstly like to applaud our Patrol Captains  
Lee-anne Kelly 
Heather Stanley 
Michelle Corera 
Bob Creek 
Rob van Wessel 
Iain Lund 
Bridget Riggs  

for their Ɵme and effort in facilitaƟng patrols and ensuring 
that our members are qualified and skilled.  
 
Surf patrols for 2023 were well aƩended by members with 
no major incidents on the beach.  We did have a few 
jellyfish sƟngs. The patrol roster was down to 8 patrols with 
most patrols having 4-6 members.  Reserve patrol had the 
greatest number of members with the least aƩendance.  
We are looking to address this in the upcoming season with 
a new roster style and member guidelines being 
introduced. 
 
A new iniƟaƟve this year was to put the roster into Google 
Docs format, and this allowed for easy distribuƟon of the 
latest roster update. 
   
We welcomed new patrol members, some transferred from 
southern clubs and others were first Ɵmers who joined the 
team following compleƟon of the Bronze Medallion Course. 
We also lost a few members due to families leaving town 
and others moving on to explore other interests.  
 
The greatest loss for me personally was receiving news of 
the passing of Tracy Koch – a dedicated DSLSC volunteer. 
 
We have two new IRB’s and I encourage anyone interested 
in driving or crewing to see me for informaƟon on upskilling 

 
 

so that you too can join in the acƟon.  We are planning to 
replace the beach buggy (side by side) in 2024 as the 
current one has major rust issues. 
   
CompeƟƟon opportuniƟes were reduced this year due to 
low numbers at club championships and cancellaƟon of NT 
Championships.  We look forward to the NT Championships 
which will be held in Gove in 2024.   
Being involved in Surf Sports requires individuals to be well 
trained and fit.  As a team it involves teamwork and 
dedicaƟon.  These are aƩributes that a lifesaver should 
endeavour to extend to give themselves confidence in the 
surf to perform when really needed.  
 

Wayne ‘Wayno’ McMahon 
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  Boat Captain’s Report

I was honoured to be Boat Captain again this year and was 
overwhelmed by just how wonderful the people in the boat 
secƟon are. I have been supported uncondiƟonally 
throughout the season and am proud to be a part of such a 
fantasƟc secƟon. There are so many brilliant people who 
work Ɵrelessly within our club and wider community to 
ensure the success of our sport. I am proud to lead a 
secƟon that not only work as teams within our crews but 
support each other around the club. 
 
The 2023 season saw our longstanding men’s and women’s 
crews conƟnue to enjoy regular evening and morning rows 
throughout the year.  Our masters women’s boat crew 
‘Darwin Boat People’ competed in Surf Lifesaving NT’s 
Beach and Paddle series throughout the dry season and 
enjoyed a tussle with the outriggers and open water 
scullers each event.  I hope to see our other crews 
compeƟng in this event in 2024. 
 
I was pleased to see Wayno enthusiasƟcally sweeping our 
newest crew, the ‘Dugongs’ and aƩracƟng new rowers to 
the club.  AƩracƟng and developing new rowers is sƟll a 
conƟnuing endeavour that is at the forefront for the boat 
secƟon of the club, and I have been pleased to see our 
rowers encouraging new rowers to join their crews. 

On behalf of the DSLSC boaƟng fraternity I would like to 
pass my sincere condolences to Marty Koch on the passing 
of his wife Tracy during the year.  Marty was a founding 
member of the ‘Bradbury SƟngers’ men’s boat crew and 
was boat captain for a number of years and contributed 
greatly to the upkeep and maintenance of equipment.   
 

 
 
We all look forward to a bigger and beƩer season in 2024 
and members are planning their travel to Gove to aƩend 
the 2024 NT Lifesaving Championships. I believe it will be 
fantasƟc moƟvaƟon for all of us to show what Darwin Surf 
Life Saving Club is really made of. Bring on 2024! 
 

Greg ‘Hendy’ Edwards 
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Junior Development Coordinator Report 

In the 2023 season of Nippers at Darwin Surf Life Saving 
Club, we welcomed our returning families, many new 
families, and new Age Managers. Our objecƟve for the 
season was to educate our nippers in surf awareness, 
surf sports and individual safety skills that they can uƟlise 
to grow and develop into future lifesavers.  
 
We worked closely with the Darwin Surf Life Saving Club 
members on patrol, water safety teams, sport officials, 
age managers, barbeque coordinators and parents each 
Sunday to create a safe and supporƟve learning 
environment for all our nippers on the beach. Each week, 
the Age Managers were provided with a program 
tailored to their age group. The weekly program uƟlised 
the SLSA Junior Development Program Framework 
designed to assist the Age Managers in providing both 
water and beach acƟviƟes that supported their nippers 
to learn new skills and refining current ones.  
 
Our Age Managers for 2023 are Gerry McLennan, 
Courtney Wicks, Simon Fosterling, Tania Sloane, Wayno 
Mcmahon, Nellie McLean, Indee and Luke Snowden  
 
Thank you, Age Managers for your commitment and 
support in implemenƟng the Nipper Program for the 
2023 Season. Also, thank you to Sharon Stewart and 
Laurence Pidgeon for providing bacon & egg sandwiches 
to our Nippers and Patrolling members on a Sunday 
morning.  
 
We unfortunately will not be returning to Nippers for the 
2024 season due other commitments. We would like to 
thank the Darwin Surf Club and the Nipper families for 
their support during the 2022 and 2023 seasons.  
 
 

Loz & Courtz  
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Club Manager’s Report 
MarkeƟng 
DSLSC’s Facebook page conƟnues to be a popular medium 
for sharing club news and informaƟon, with an increase of 
436 followers since last year. 
 
DSLSC’s Instagram page for funcƟons and events is doing 
well, gathering 174 more followers. 
   
TargeƟng a wider audience and networking with event 
vendors and suppliers through Instagram is proving to have 
a favourable impact.  Darwin Catering Company have our 
venue listed on their website.  *Tagging relaƟonships with 
event companies, photographers and celebrants, just to 
name a few examples is helping to build our viewers and 
subscribers on both plaƞorms. 
 
Instagram page followers - 393 
 
Facebook page followers - 3,353 
 

FuncƟons and Events 
2023 proved to be an acƟve year for funcƟons and events; 

 20x Exclusive Venue Hire 
 5x Bar and Balcony 
 5x ObservaƟon Deck and 
 21x Training Room Bookings 

From weddings, birthdays, Christmas parƟes, wakes, 
BasƟlle Day, Jamaican Independence Day, Bali Vibes, 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day with Arafura Wind 
Ensemble to a bustling dry season with Sunday sessions and 
members social nights with live entertainment, meat tray 
raffles and lucky door prizes.  Not to menƟon, we also had a 
book launch from our very own Club President! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Bali Vibes Beach Alive 

 
 
In November, Darwin Surf Life Saving Club teamed up with 
Rotary Club of Darwin once again to support their efforts to 
raise money for charity.  The fesƟval is designed for all 
residents to embrace the wet season and enjoy their local 
community while raising funds for a good cause. 
 
With an outstanding 1,200 parƟcipants through the gate!  
Up 760 on last year’s event.  $3,000 was raised for Riding 
for the Disabled in the Top End, and a further $1,900 was 
raised for the Pumper Jumpers to support their upcoming 
tournament where the children will aƩend the NaƟonals in 
the Gold Coast this year. 
 
Well done everyone on this fantasƟc achievement! And a 
tremendous thank you to those wonderful people who 
volunteer their Ɵme to help make this event a success. 
 
Overall, the fesƟval conƟnues to grow and provide an 
opportunity for all to celebrate and enjoy some of the 
pleasures of living in the tropical north.   
 

Natasha Chan 
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McArthur River Mining Open Water Swim 
 

 

 



 

30 

 

 

 

 

 



 

31 

 

 

 

 

 



 

32 

 

 

 

 

 



 

33 

 

 

 



  

 

34 

Appendix 
Appendix A – Financial Statements 
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